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JOHN FOSTER DULLES once talked about an agonising
reappraisal of policy. All reappraisals are agonising. They
involve going back to the facts and seeing what they tell you
regardless of the prejudices and preferences that have pre-
viously shaped your thinking. Yet without regular reappraisab
we drift further and further from reality. There is, right now,
an uigent need for a new look at our relations with Europe.

Since the cold war began, British policy towards the Con-
tinent has been based upon four principal assumptions:

1.   There was an implacable hostility between the USSR
and Western Europe, and a real risk of a Soviet military
invasion*

2.   All the regimes in Eastern Europe were satellite States sus-
tained by Russian troops, taking orders from Moscow and
hence not worth bothering about individually.

3.   There was a permanent and unbridgable ideological gulf
between Communists and all non-Communists*

4.   The only answer to this challenge lay in Western solidarity
under American military and political leadership, later
supplemented by a new infrastructure of the Six which
would permit Western Europe to rise into more nearly
equal partnership with the US,

From these assumptions all British policy towards Europe
flows. They explain among other things the creation of NATO,
the raitnameBt of Germany, the icy indifference to Eastern
Europe, support for Franco's Spain, Britain's application to
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